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DATA AND REMARKS 

1. Elena Garro, the mercurial.wif e of Octa vio _Pag r was horn of Spanish parents in 
Puebla on Decercber 11, 1917* She attended the National Autonomous University of 
Mexico and later did graduate work at the University of Calif omia (Berkley) and 
at the University of Paris. She has long been married to Octavio Pag. a career 
diplomat who is also one of Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals (author 

il® i& Soledad ) . Since her husband went to his present post as 
Ambassador to India, she has been separated from him, apparently with their mutual 

consent. Her 20-year-old daughter, also named Elena, resides with her in Mexico 
City . . 

2. Having spent 17 years of her life in Europe, she has a rather un-Mexican ob— 
Jectivity about her native land and has a reputation for being one of its more 

^ f acto ff: ***** seoe time she ls vary emotionally committed to many 
aspects Oj. Mexican life and has made an important contribution to its artistic^ 
development . * - # 

enjoying the reflected glory of her prestigeous husband, she has become 
a signnicant writer in her own right. Kogar Solido, El Rey Ma^o, La Seno-a en su 
^i£nde, and And ar se dot las Hamas, are plays“thHt h^v^had a?^ ” 
preciative auciences in Europe, where they have been translated into German, as 

'f 11 f 3 MeXiC °* more pla y s » jarada Ernpresa and El Via.le, are in preparation. 

Her short stories &re collected in a volume called La S'amsna de Colores . ?hs 

Supolra^ie of the London Times has called her novel, Los Reouerdos del • 

■ ° rva - ~ > a , s?lenaia success. One critic §&s said of her: T, Por Elena Garro 

ere is no .rentier between reality and fantasy; in any case, the latter is a 
second reali -y pernaps more intense— to which one may penetrate without oassport 

or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of a literature fired with passion. 

flavor, and lij.e. It might be added that the frontier between fedliLy mat fantasy- 
Is also difficult for her to distinguish in real life* 



T 



b. A witty, urbane, and opinionated woman (she speaks Spanish, French, English 
and German) with an unflagging sense of humor, she has reportedly had a stormy 
marriage with °. ctavio Paz > whose social conventionality she continue 1 ly and de- 
xioerately shocked with her erratic and whimsical behavior. Although her forth- 
right opinions and sharp wit tend on occasion to ruffle f fathers in Mexico, her 
important social, literary, and political connections render her fairly immune from 
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serious cQimter^tt -a^v - 

City and Zurich, l"fshe H fcL P S £1 rfe^T^^ Pr ° iUCed in M «ico 
vitb one^of the large morning dail?S her ?**%, " XClu ff e interview 
.to oe Catholic and traditionalist n «a in v °l i1; ically, she appears 
culture she occasionally exhibits^flashes ^ r w a f?* rs,t * on ^° r Geraan ' 
though on domestic poliLS isslef National Socialism. Al- 

often describes herself as a reaction^ see ^ Progressive, she 

communist friends aoply to her Her So?+?' ?“ e this is the term her 
Gamut of the political sleet™ £ f ol ^ lcal connections run the 

tion of corruption in the ruling PHI Ih e o^te^Tth^ bitter denunc ia- 
Communist Party. S '“'V sae 0j - ten threatens to Join the 

f «aerMlcn* »Sio” i *° f tIve “> rl 'er In the Con. 

is PtntioulS^tlSstM^ricSi'rac s^ la ° J** of *»• ra ITW 
.fiQtieSo. She has been a tireless rv™ CI C General , Javier Ro in 

the poorer Mexican peasants, and^ha^TS^l 3Sitat ' 0r on behalf <* 
ana apparently enjoys the respect of peasan^laV^ 1131 terms with 
country. Her house is a constant SJ?£!S“? leaders rTO * all over the 
and she was recently paying -he hotIfb??i plaPe of Peasant leaders, 
were suffering delays ^ ^ ° f over 100 o£ them who 
occasion published articles bitterly^rftiSIirtJ 6 ^' She has on 
Policy, particularly the alleged political S the governments agrarian 
peasant leaders * in such leftis* wivk * ^ssination of troublesome 

All this dcmo.^trates Sat sS is ^ i 0 ^ “ and Sucescs. 

canoes ir.os . While sle dltePl ^ “^t fanatic on the sub j^T^f 
ST has cultivated l head of the CNC, Amador HemPiHw 

Director of Agrarian AffSrf Resident Diaz Ordaz'^" 

a frequent visitor to her home She who is aow 

strong supporter of CarSa a k.a? t Veiy friendlywith and a. 
ex- Governor of labas^ - former President of the PHI and 

Peasants and his desir^ to Jeflm tSeM^^ the Plight °- f the 

6. Elena Carro's brother f Eduardo’ 1 . , 

is . construction contrsotif?^^ Sl J2wi^°»rf' V 1 *’ 

less emotional th-ti s ana ej - ec tncal work. He seems 

XV^r£i 

;uulti various views ord f {or Chata), vbo echos her mother's 

not well educaS St I influence over her. Elenita is 

prematurely exposed to ide''*’ ^which^she h 13 r f ther wel1 r2ad 30(1 h0S been 

and assimilated. AccIrdiSv S ! I £“ ? 0t yet P»P«rly understood 
accordingly, she can be obnoxiously outspoken.. • 

frienS “ e United st ““ tM hos been ' ' ■ 

/ — i ortncoming vi.h Eaoassy officers. Her broad range 6 £ 
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significant personal friends ^ the views of many of vhom are important' 
to the Suoassy^ mahes her a useful ticbsosy contact^ and she is currently 
carried as a target in the Embassy's Youth Program. Despite her access 
to much that is going on beneath the surface in Mexico ^ including peasant 
unrest j the fact that she has a tendency to romanticize developments in p 
^reporting on then makes its difficult at times to determine what degree r ' 
of credence to place on vhat might well be useful and concrete informa- 
tion. 

8. She lives in a modest but comfortable house on Calle Aleaeastre 220 
in Lomas Virreyes. Her telephone number is 40-20-57* 
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